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A court always has the jurisdiction, power, and duty to determine whether it has jurisdiction of a cause presented to 
it for determination. 


A court always has jurisdiction! and judicial power to determine the question of its own jurisdiction,” both as to parties and 
as to subject matter, and to decide all questions, whether of law or fact, the decision of which is necessary to determine the 


question of jurisdiction.’ The court's determination of its own jurisdiction is, however, subject to challenge. 


Jurisdictional matters are of such magnitude that a court takes notice of them at any time and does so even on its own motion.” 
Subject matter jurisdiction is always an issue® and may be raised by the court sua sponte.” Subject matter jurisdiction is an 
issue on which court must act upon whenever and however it comes to the court's attention. Whether the parties raise the 


issue or not, it is the obligation” and duty of a court to determine whether it has subject matter jurisdiction. 10 On questions of 
subject matter jurisdiction, the appellate court is not limited by the parties' arguments or by the legal conclusions of the trial 


court regarding the existence of jurisdiction. 1 
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Courts have a duty to determine whether they have subject matter jurisdiction over a matter. Heist v. Nebraska Department of 
Correctional Services, 312 Neb. 480, 979 N.W.2d 772 (2022). 
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